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17 ESDC Course on the Comprehensive Protection of Civilians
(also UN-certified)

14 - 18 NOVEMBER 2022

Course Description

The UN Security Council Resolution 1894 calls upon the international community and conflict
parties to implement far-reaching measures to protect and support civilian populations in
situations of armed conflict. The content of this training course reflects a broad interpretation of
protection, which goes beyond the provision of protection
from physical violence, but also includes the creation of
larger protective environments and the implementation of
activities that enhance the rights of individuals in
accerdance with international humanitarian law, human
rights and refugee law.
The five-day training course prepares senior decision-
makers of armed forces, police, political bodies and non-
2 B oovernmental organizations, as well as individual civilian
UN Phao/Sytunin Liecht ' experts involved in peacekeeping and/or international
crisis management at the operational level for the challenges in protecting civilian populations in
contexts of armed conflict or post-conflict situations.

Graduates of this course will be provided with a comprehensive understanding of the multiple
dimensions and meanings of the protection of civilians. They will have enhanced knowledge of
the actors and their roles and responsibilities in the subject matter and will be in a position to
identify options for coordination and synergies in the implementation of protection for
civiians. They will be able to analyze the specific threats to and the needs and rights of
different vulnerable groups of civilians affected by armed conflict to develop and implement
context-sensitive, comprehensive, integrated strategies and measures to improve situation of
civilians in armed conflict.

The course was developed in close cooperation between the Federal Ministry of Defence and the
Austrian Study Centre for Peace and Conflict Resolution and has furthermore been supported by
the Federal Chancellery of the Republic of Austria, the Federal Ministry of Europe, Integration and
Foreign Affairs and the Federal Ministry of Interior. It confirms Austria's continuous effort to
promote the protection of civilians in armed conflict. Since 2014, the training is part of the
framework of the Academic Programme of the European Security and Defence College (ESDC) and
has furthermore been certified by the Integrated Training Service of the United Nations
Department for Peace Operations.

The course takes place from 14 - 18 November 2022 and will be conducted at the premises of
the castle of Schlaining in Stadtschlaining, Austria. I. It will be hosted by the Austrian Federal
Ministry of Defence and be implemented by the Austrian Study Centre for Peace and Conflict
Resolution (ASPR).



Requirements for Participation

The course targets national and international experts and senior decision-makers of armed forces
(from rank of Major/OF-3 and above), police (equivalent senior police officers and above), non-
governmental/civilian organizations [heads of substantive sections and above), and
political/civilian administration (heads of division/department and above] working with or in the
context of peacekeeping operations in complex emergencies requiring the protection of civilians
in armed conflict.

»  For further information on the conditions and costs of participation please see Annex 1
Course Information.

Application Procedure

Qualified candidates matching the set participants profile as outlined above are requested to fill
the online application form and submit it strictly by the deadline of 25 September 2022,

The designated Course Admission Board will select the course participants from the timely
submitted applications while balancing affiliation, professional background, gender, nationality
and working contexts in view to keep the intended course quality and standard.

Applicants are thereafter informed about the decisicn of the Course Admission Board within 2
weeks after the set application deadline.

»  For applications, please use the online application form which is available over this link:
ESDC Course on the Comprehensive Protection of Civilians - ASPR.

Attachments:

Annex 1  Course Information
Annex 2 Tentative Programme Overview


https://www.aspr.ac.at/en/education-training/training-programmes/esdc/esdc-course-on-the-comprehensive-protection-of-civilians#/
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1. Conditions of Participation

a. Expected Participant’s Profile

This course is set at the operational level and targets national and international mid- to senior level
experts and decision-makers of armed forces (from rank of Major/OF-3 and abovel, police [equivalent
levels of senior police officers), United Nations Missions and Agencies, International and Regional
Organisations and staff from non-governmental/civilian organisations [UN professional level P3 and
above or equivalentin other organisations, head of substantive section and above), and the political/civilian
administration [senior staff, head of division/department and above] who are working in the context of or
with peacekeeping operations in complex emergencies requiring the protection of civilians in armed
conflict.

The course is a specialisation course and participants are expected to bring basic knowledge of and/or
experience of work in peace support operations, kindly note that it explicitly is not an induction course.

It is furthermore not open for academic researchers or university students, but reserved for
practitioners and experts only, as explained above.

b. Expected Preparations

Participants are required to complete selected e-Learning modules in the preparatory phase preceding
the residential part of this course. The timely completion of these eLearning modules is a precondition for
participation and for receiving the course certificate.

Participants are expected to be available over email as soon as they have been confirmed for participaticon
by the ASPR and keep ongoing contact with the ASPR for all preparation steps.

¢. Course Language & Expected Attendance

The course language is English, and participants must be fully proficient in English to be able to engage
in discussions and fully benefit from the training.

Course participants must be present at the course and fully participate to all course elements, as per the
programme. FParticipants are to be released from any other duties during the course time to allow the
necessary learning in a very intense and fully packed week. Absence during the course may result in
disqualification from the course diploma.

d. Certificate

Successful participants are rewarded with an official ESDC certificate at the end of the course residential
phase. The certificate will only be granted if the pre-residential e-learning and the residential phase have
both been completed successfully.
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2. Selection Criteria

From all timely submitted applications, a Course Admission Board, consisting of subject matter experts,
strives to select a highly gualified group of participants to ensure the set course standard. The selection
process considers a balance in professional and organisational backgrounds, age, nationality and gender.

Quatified female candidates are strongly encouraged to apply!

Since the slots are limited to 30 participants, only the best gualified candidates can be admitted. The
selection of the Course sAdmission Board is final and cannot be challenged.

Depending on applicable national SARS COV Il regulations, selection and admission may also be subject
to the travel and immigration regulations accordingly [see specific point below].

3. Course Cost

The ESDC Courses are a capacity building measure by EU member states for their personnel working in
or being deployed to CSDP missions. According to the agreement by the EU member states, the following
cost sharing arrangement has been decided: The country where the ESDC course takes place is the course
host and covers all general course-related issues while the sending member states cover the cost for the
individual participants they send (see details below].

To be covered by participants:
a. Travel and Full Board Accommodation

Participants are to organise and hook their travel to the course premises to arrive at the accommodation
on Sunday, 13 November 2022. Note: individually organized transportation to the town of Stadtschlaining
from the Vienna international Airport ranges anywhere between 100 EUR for pre-booked taxis to 200 EUR
when booked upen arrival [careful, very limited availability of private and public transport to
Stadtschiaining!].

More detailed guidance on available ground transport options will be provided to the confirmed
participants.

Any costs for immigration to Austria are to be covered by the participants, this also includes visa fees,
costs for required tests and vaccinations for SARS COV 1.

Participants are to organise and book their own accommodation. The course premises of the ASPR are
located directly across from the “Hotel Burg Schlaining”, where accommodation and meals can be booked
by the selected participants, once their participation has been officially confirmed by the ASPR. Depending
on the room category, prices for the overnight with breakfast at the "Hotel Burg Schlaining” range from
95 1o 120 EUR; meals are 25 EUR excluding drinks. Prices may be subject to change as per the hotel’s
policy.

Any extra costs incurring during the course [laundry, phone etc.] are to be covered by the participants.
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Detailed joining instructions will be issued to confirmed participants only. Applicants/sending entities
are kindly reguested to commence bookings only when the official confirmation of participation has
been received.

Covered by the Course Host:
b. Conference Costs & Hosted Dinner

Costs for Expert Trainers, course materials, the conference facility and 2 coffee breaks per course day
are covered by the Federal Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Austria.

4. Health Insurance and SARS COV Il

Note: These are the regulations known at the time of the announcement of the course; they may change
according to official regulations.

Participants are to be fully covered by a valid health insurance; the ASFR and the course host do not cover
any medical costs, including emergencies and costs for the treatment of SARS COV |l infections.

All official regulations of the Republic of Austria for SARS COV [l must be cbserved for immigration and
the duration of the stay and are the responsibility of the participant.

[t is anticipated that for the course participation, participants will most likely need a valid EU-approved
and completed vaccination and will have to bring the relevant international certificates accordingly.

Participants must bring their own FFP-2 masks and wear them as per the regulations.

Relevant safety measures will be set up for the running of the course in order to guarantee maximum
protection for all participants and persons tasked with the course implementation.

For details on current regulations, kindly check these links:

Entry into Austria and pre-travel clearance (oesterreich.gv.at)

Coronavirus: Entry Regulations to Austria.

Re-open EU (europa.eu)

5. How to submit the Application

For the application, please use the link on the ASPR website ESDC Course on the Comprehensive
Protection of Civilians - ASPR and submit it until 25 September 2022.

In case candidates are officially nominated, a supporting letter can he uploaded as reference over the
online application form.

Please note that all information provided on the form will be kept strictly internal and shared only with
the partners organising the course under the EU Data Protection Regulations.

We do not need any additional documentation, such as diplomas or a complete CV.


https://www.oesterreich.gv.at/en/themen/coronavirus_in_oesterreich/pre-travel-clearance.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=E-Mail&utm_campaign=IPT_Master_Class:_Conflict_Transformation_22122021
https://www.austria.info/en/service-and-facts/coronavirus-information/entry-regulations
https://reopen.europa.eu/en/map/AUT/6001
https://www.aspr.ac.at/en/education-training/training-programmes/esdc/esdc-course-on-the-comprehensive-protection-of-civilians#/
https://www.aspr.ac.at/en/education-training/training-programmes/esdc/esdc-course-on-the-comprehensive-protection-of-civilians#/
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17th ESDC Comprehensive Protection of Civilians Course (also UN certified]

14 to 18 November 2022 at the ASPR in Stadtschlaining, Austria
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Tue, 15 Novermber

Wed, 16 November

Thu, 17 November

Fri, 18 November

§:00-10:30
20 ctd. Group Exercise and
Prasentation

11:00 - 11:45
Official Closing Ceremony

13:00 Departure

8:00-9.00 8:00 - 8:15 8:00 - 8:15 8:00 - 8:15
Arrival Day Official Opening Daily Evaluation Daily Evaluation Daily Evaluation
Course Introduction 8:15 - 9:15 8:15 - 9:15 8:15 - 9:15
46 Human Rights and Int. 12 Child Protection and POC 17 Threat Analysis and Risk
¢:00-9:15 o
. Humanitarian Law Assessment

Group Picture
0%:15 - 09:45 Coffee Break
09:45 - 10:45 09:45 - 10:45
1 Introduction to the Concept| 7 Legal Framework of Peace 09:45 - 10:45

COPOC P 0 gal 13 CR-GBSV and POC 09:45 - 11:15
@ perations 18 CPOC Implementation
10:45 - 11:45 10:45 - 11:45 10:45 - 11:45
2 CPOC in the Context of UN | 8 CPOC in the Context of NATO| 14 Protection Role of the
Peacekeeping Operations Military 11:15 - 11:45

190 &A
11:45 - 13:00 Lunch
13:00 - 14:00 13:00 - 14:00 13:00 - 14:00 20 Final Exercise
3 CPOC in the Context of UN | % Protection Concept of 15 Protection Role of the Police
Peacekeeping Operations Humanitarian Actors
cont.
14:00 - 15:00 14:00 - 15:00 14:00 - 15:00 14:00 - 18:30
4 CPOC in the Context of EU | 10 Protection of IDPs and 14 State Building and Early 20 ctd. Final Exercise
Crisis Management Refugees Recovery Strategies
15:00 - 15:30 Coffee Break
15:30 - 17:00 15:30 - 14:30 15:30 - 14:30 Course Evaluation
5 Carana Mapping Exercise | 11 Exercise: Coordination with| Introduction to the Final
Humanitarian Actors for CPOC| Exercise
Dinner 18:00 Ice Breaker &

Welcome Dinner

Dinner




